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[1] Ibn Sina, also known as ‘Avicenna’, was indeed a true polymath 

with contributions in many fields such as medicine, psychology, 

pharmacology, geology, physics, astronomy, chemistry and philosophy. He 

was also a poet and an Islamic scholar and theologian. His most important 

contribution to medical science was his famous book known in the West as the 

Canon. This book is an immense encyclopaedia of medicine. It comprises the 

entire medical knowledge available from ancient and Muslim sources. 

[2] This great scientist was born late in the tenth century in the village 

of Afshana, near Bukhara which is also his mother’s hometown. His father, 

Abdullah, was from Balkh which is now part of Afghanistan. Ibn Sina 

received his early education in his hometown and by the age of ten he learnt 

the Quran by heart. He had exceptional intellectual skills which enabled him at 

the age of fourteen to do better than his teachers. During the next few years, he 

devoted himself to the study of Islamic laws and principles, philosophy and natural sciences. Ibn Sina also 

studied the work of Aristotle on metaphysics but couldn’t fully understand it because of his young age. It 

was only after reading a manual by the famous philosopher Al Farabi that he found a solution to this 

problem. 

[3] At the age of sixteen, Ibn Sina dedicated all his efforts to learning medicine and by the time he 

was eighteen he became a famous doctor. During this time, he was able to cure Ibn Mansour, the King of 

Bukhara, of an illness which no other doctor could cure. The King wished to reward him for this 

achievement, but the young doctor only asked for permission to use the prestigious royal library. 

[4] When his father died in 1002, he left Bukhara and moved to Jurjan, 

where he lectured on logic and astronomy. There, he met his famous 

contemporary Al-Biruni. Later, he travelled to Rai and then to Hamadan, where 

he wrote his famous book the Canon and also cured King Shams al-Daulah of a 

severe illness. 

[5] From Hamadan, he moved to Isfahan, where he finished many of his 

greatest writings. Shortly afterwards, his health started to deteriorate, so he 

travelled less often. He spent the last twelve years of his life in the service of Abu 

Jaafar, whom he accompanied as his doctor and scientific consultant. He died in 

June 1037 and was buried in Hamadan. 

[6] Besides his monumental writings in medicine, Ibn Sina also 

contributed to mathematics, music and other fields. His findings inspired later 

scientists in various fields of knowledge and he is still considered a valuable 

reference to many researchers. 

Adapted from: www.famousscientists.org 
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المريز الوطني للدقوةم والامدحانات 
 والدوجةه

RS 10 

  
I I. COMPREHENSION             (15 POINTS) 
             

BASE ALL YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT. 
 

A. ARE THESE SENTENCES TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY.          (3 pts) 
 

1. Ibn Sina’s mother and father were from the same town. 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. Ibn Sina was also interested in arts. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3. Ibn Sina could recite the Quran at an early age. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

B. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.         (3 pts)   
 

1. Why did the King of Bukhara want to reward Ibn Sina? 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 

2. Where did Ibn Sina meet Al-Biruni? 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 

3. How did Ibn Sina serve Abu Jaafar? 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

C. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES.    (3 pts) 
 

1. Ibn Sina’s book the Canon contains a lot of information about . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. Thanks to Al Farabi’s book, Ibn Sina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3.  After moving to Isfahan, Ibn Sina didn’t travel much because. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

D. CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER.  (2 pts : 0.5 each) 
 

1. polymath (paragraph 1) means someone who 
a. shows a lot of  interest in politics. 

b. speaks a lot of languages. 

c. knows a lot about different subjects. 

1: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

        2. exceptional (paragraph 2) means 

       a. extraordinary. 

       b. famous.  

       c. uninteresting. 

         2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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3. a severe illness (paragraph 4) means 

a. a serious illness. 

b. a curable illness. 

c. a minor illness.  

 3:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

        4. monumental writings (paragraph 6) means 

        a. very old writings. 

        b. very important writings. 

        c. very long writings. 

         4: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 
 

E. WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO?        (2 pts) 
 

1.   It (paragraph 1): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               

  

2. the young doctor (paragraph 3): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

F. CHOOSE THE BEST TITLE FOR THE PASSAGE. (2 pts) 

 

a. Ibn Sina’s philosophy 

b. Ibn Sina’s biography 

c. Ibn Sina’s family 

 

The best title is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

            

II. LANGUAGE                         (15 POINTS) 

 
A. REPLACE THE UNDERLINED WORDS WITH THE APPROPRIATE PHRASAL VERBS FROM THE 

LIST.  (2 pts) 

 got back  -  picked up -  took out -  got into  -  found out 

 

     The investigators were very professional. They discovered  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . not only 

how the two criminals stopped the alarm system, but also how they entered . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

the bedroom without breaking any windows. 

     

B. GIVE THE CORRECT FORM OF THE WORDS BETWEEN BRACKETS.  (2 pts) 

 

        John: After the (excel) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . performances of candidates, it will be difficult for the jury to 

choose the best one. 

        Bob: I know it’s hard, but they have to choose the most (talent) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  one. 
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C. FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE RIGHT WORDS FROM THE LIST.       (2 pts)    

who  –  where  -  which  -  when -  whose 

     This is the video . . . . . . . . . . . . was seen by millions of viewers this week. It shows the suffering of 

families  . . . . . . . . . . . .  children were killed in the war. 

  

D. REWRITE THESE SENTENCES BEGINNING WITH THE WORDS GIVEN.    (3 pts)  

 

  1. “Have you ever been to the south of Morocco?” Jawad asked his guests. 

        Jawad wanted to know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

  2. We should encourage students to take part in social activities. 

       Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

  3. Kawthar was late for school yesterday; that’s why she missed her math test. 

        If Kawthar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

E. PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSE.      (2 pts) 
 

       Dear mum and dad, 

I hope you’re fine. I (call) . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .you yesterday but there was no answer. Now,  I (stay). . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .with my aunt Laura. So far, I (visit) . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .many apartments but they are all 

expensive. I hope that by the end of this month, I (find) . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . a nice one. 
 

F. JOIN THE PAIRS OF SENTENCES WITH THE LINKING WORDS GIVEN.    (2 pts) 
 

1. The children were exhausted after the trip. They went to bed immediately.   (that’s why) 

        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

2. Rachid’s communication skills have improved. His coach helped him a lot.  (thanks to) 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

 G.  WHAT DO YOU SAY IN THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS?       (2 pts) 
 

1. You don’t know how to write a CV in English.  

You: (Make a request to your teacher.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

2. Your classmate can’t decide what to do during the holidays.  

You: (Make a suggestion.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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  III. WRITING                      (10 POINTS) 

 

Write an article about the changes which you think would make rural areas in Morocco a better 

place to live.  

You may write about the following: transportation, roads, schools, entertainment, health centres, job 

opportunities, etc. 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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KEY AND MARKING SCALE 

Please accept any appropriate answer not mentioned in the key. 

I. COMPREHENSION          (15 POINTS)  

Testees should not be penalised for spelling and grammar mistakes in the comprehension section. 

A. TRUE OR FALSE :    (3 pts, 1 pt each: 0.5 pt for the right choice and 0.5 pt for the right  justification. 

Consider the justification only if the choice is correct) 

1. F: Bukhara is his mother’s hometown and his father was from Balkh. 

2. T: ‘Ibn Sina’ was polymath… He was also a poet…He also contributed to …music… 

3. T: By the age of ten he tnrael   the Quran by heart. 

B. WH QUESTIONS :     (3 pts ; 1 pt each) 

1. …because he cured him of an illness … 

2. …. In Jurjan 

3. He was his doctor and scientific consultant. 
C. SENTENCE COMPLETION :     (3 pts; 1 pt each) 

1. … medical knowledge /science/ medicine 

2. … could/was able to understand metaphysics/work of Aristotle ... 

3. ... his health started to deteriorate/of his (bad) health/ was ill... 

D. WORD  MEANING :    (2 pts: 0.5 each)   1. c      2. a    3. a     4. b 

E. WORD REFERENCE :   (2 pts; 1 pt each)  1. his (famous) book/  the Canon      2. Ibn Sina  

F. BEST TITLE : (2 pts)    b 

II. LANGUAGE        (15 POINTS) 

A. PHRASAL VERBS:  (2 pts ; 1 pt each) 

              found out – got into 

B. CORRECT WORD FORM:   (2 pts; 1 pt each)      excellent  –  talented  

C. GAP FILLING:   (2 pts; 1 pt each)   which  -  whose 

D. REWRITING THE SENTENCES:    (3 pts; 1 pt each)  

  1. Jawad wanted to know if /whether his guests had ever been.... 

  2. Students should be encouraged to take part in social activities 

  3. If Kawthar had not been late...she wouldn’t have missed. 

E. VERB TENSE:  (2 pts; 0.5 each) called – am staying - have visited – will have found 

F. JOINING SENTENCES:   (2 pts ; 1 pt each) 

1. The children were exhausted after the trip; that’s why they went to bed immediately. 

2. Thanks to his coach (’s help), Rachid’s communication skills have improved.   

    Rachid’s communication skills have improved thanks to his coach (’s help). 

 G.  FUNCTIONS:       (2 pts: 1 pt each) 

             Accept any appropriate answer. 
 

III. WRITING              (10   POINTS) 
 

                           Scoring criteria Scores 

Relevance of content to the task (3 pts) 

Paragraphing  and organisation (2 pts) 

Appropriateness and variety of vocabulary (2 pts) 

Accuracy of grammar (2 pts) 

Mechanics (spelling, punctuation, capitalisation) (1  pt) 
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